
 
12/2/07 
 
To:  The Deerfield Community 
 
From:  Deerfield Citizen Advisory Committee – Gary Borgrud, Patti Knapp, Laurie Steen, Eric Nelson, 

Angie Haag, Alan Mikkelson, Nathan Brown, John Polzin, Meg Tolmie 
 
Re:  Curriculum needs 
 
 
Greetings from the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), appointed earlier this fall by the Deerfield School 
Board. Because of state laws regulating school districts – coupled with rising costs to run the schools – the 
CAC is being asked to provide input on a potential referendum.   
 
At our November 28 meeting, CAC members received a report from the administration on curriculum needs.  
The administration feels these needs are either not currently being met, or will not be addressed in the future, 
unless we come up with a budget solution. They also believe the quality of education will deteriorate if we fail 
to address these issues.   
 
The needs include things like funding to maintain small class sizes at the elementary school, buying new 
textbooks, and replacing computer software and hardware. More specifically, the Deerfield School District’s 
curriculum needs involve:  
• ELEMENTARY EDUCATION – Additional funding will be required to maintain what we have now 

– small class sizes, early reading intervention and instructional aides – which have proven to significantly 
increase students’ abilities.  The Spanish language program at the elementary school also is at risk. 

• TEXTBOOKS – There’s currently a moratorium on replacing textbooks.  Science books were last 
replaced in 2000.  Social studies books are a decade old.  We need to reestablish a regular textbook 
rotation for core subjects and departments. 

• SOFTWARE – It’s time to replace software for computer programming classes, along with math, 
science, language arts, technology education and the yearbook class. 

• HARDWARE – This entails upgrades for computer programming classes, as well as Smartboards 
(digital chalkboards) and new projectors for teachers. 

• TALENTED & GIFTED EDUCATION – Developing this would require funds for a half-time 
teacher to meet student needs, software and curriculum to provide resources, and a testing/evaluation 
tool to assess students’ abilities. 

• CLASSES – There are limited funds available to create new classes at the high school, or to increase K-
12 classroom budgets for new projects or upgrades.   

• ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT – This includes implementing ongoing progress testing at the elementary, 
middle and high school, and college prep testing for all high school students. 

 
A referendum would allow the School Board to increase spending above the current state-imposed spending 
cap to address some of the issues noted above, as well as items like the escalating costs of fuel for heating our 
schools and running buses. 
 
Please keep in mind that the above list doesn’t include facilities upgrades, which we’ll be discussing at our 
meeting on Wednesday, December 19, 6-8 p.m. in the high school library. Architects will be at that 
meeting, sharing a range of options and costs for upgrading our facility, bringing it up to code, and making 
safety improvements.  Please join us if you’re interested. In the meantime, if you have any questions, opinions 
or ideas, call any of us on the Citizen Advisory Committee.   

 


